Christ - The Lamb of God

Thoughts:

· i) John 1:29  The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and said, Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.
· i) Genesis 22:8  And Abraham said, My son, God will provide himself a lamb for a burnt offering: so they went both of them together.
Intro:

(VRSA - Vancomycin Resistant Staphylococcus Aureus – Heck!!) 

Vancomycin – MRSA – No prevention now. All the lads in the tent would probably be ok, but infirm and old and v young will die.

Interesting and useful illustration of the power of sin 

· although doctors once thought they had diseases defeated, the disease stays one step ahead and adapts itself to every remedy.

· Man has now nothing left to treat this disease.

· This has been the way of sin for a long time.

I used to think that I was quite disciplined and able to overcome many things that the devil put my way. 

I had a lot to learn about myself and how sinful I am, the effect and depravity of sin.

I am exactly like that disease – the moment I think I’m making progress, I have to face my worst enemy – ME !

 I know myself too well I know my own weaknesses and strengths, That’s the worst kind of enemy to face.

Now I read what the Apostle Paul said :

1 Timothy 1:15  This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of whom I am chief.
Paul I believe could only genuinely say this because I was not on the Earth at the time. 

I may have said before but you cant look at me or the other officers as role models or some example of what Jesus was like when He lived on earth. I continually let Him down. You can see for yourself what the Lord Jesus was like in the Scriptures.

Its not just me though – maybe you feel like that.

It has been said that the thing most under 25 year-olds fear more than death is – life !

Isnt there something God can do about that – cant he just make me a better person like people who had diseases in the Bible? 

God had a plan – He did before He created the world

-Maybe you’ve heard that before, maybe it bores you, maybe it fills you with relief, maybe you’ve never really thought what that means.

- Before God created the stars, black holes, comets, dinosaurs, time – he’d worked out how to fix the biggest problem in life - . . . . . . . . Through Death.

My topic is The Lamb of God.

Some background on Abraham

1. Genesis 12:4 God tells Abram to leave Ur of the Chaldees – he is 75

2. Genesis 11:30 Tells us that his wife couldn’t have children
3. Genesis 12:2   And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your name great; and you shall be a blessing:
4. Genesis 17:1  And when Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to Abram, and said to him, I am the Almighty God; walk before me, and be you perfect.
5. God changes his name and gives him a promise :-Genesis 17:5  Neither shall your name any more be called Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for a father of many nations have I made you.
6. Gen 15:4 the word of Jehovah came to him, saying, This shall not be thine heir, but he that will come forth out of thy body shall be thine heir. v5  And he led him out, and said, Look now toward the heavens, and number the stars, if thou be able to number them. And he said to him, So shall thy seed be!.v6  And he believed Jehovah; and he reckoned it to him as righteousness.
7. Gen17:7 Abraham laughs when God tells him he will have a son. He cant believe it as he is 100 and Sarah is 90

Abraham Obeyed God and : -

Q. Did he have a son  A. Yes

Q. What was his name A. Isaac

Q. Did they all live happily ever after A. No

Q. Why                      A. Because no sooner as God gave Abraham the Son He had promised – He asked Him to sacrifice him !!

Q. Who ever thinks God does something unfair to them A. I do

Q. Do you think God is nasty?

Q. Do you think God has a mean streak

Q. Do you think when He does that kind of thing that He knows what He’s doing

I think of any life that has ever been lived – the way God dealt with Abraham has got to be the most severe (…if it ended here)

Abraham knew that God would be true to His word and was going to sacrifice Isaac

But Gen 22 tells us about this

· God was testing Abraham

1 ¶ Now after these things, God put Abraham to the test, and said to him, Abraham; and he said, Here am I.

2  And he said to him, Take your son, your dearly loved only son Isaac, and go to the land of Moriah and give him as a burned offering on one of the mountains of which I will give you knowledge.

3 ¶ And Abraham got up early in the morning, and made ready his ass, and took with him two of his young men and Isaac, his son, and after the wood for the burned offering had been cut, he went on his way to the place of which God had given him word.
It is true to say that we often don’t realize what God is doing.

Here Abraham utters some quite profound words – but he didn’t know at the time what God was planning. When he tells Isaac that God would provide a lamb for himself……..
